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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

(VIA CONFERENCE CALL DUE TO COVID-19) 

February 2, 2021 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Glenn Odom, Beulah Bolton, A.C. McLeod Jr., 

Martin Driggers (Attorney) 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Council Member Beulah Bolton 

 

Motion to approve minutes from Regular Council Meeting, January 5, 2021 made by Mayor John 

Campolong, Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, All in Favor. 

 

Motion to extend the Emergency Mask Ordinance 2020-3 Requiring Individuals to Wear Face 

Coverings in Retail and Foodservice Establishments Until Further Notice. Made by Council 

Member Glenn Odom, Second by Council Member Beulah Bolton, All in Favor. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: Mayor, may I interject? We are seeing so much more in cases and 

deaths that are close to us.  Sandhills Telephone has shut their office down.  Alligator continues to be 

shut down.  I just wonder if we should rethink opening the Town Hall.  I would just like your opinions.  

I just don’t think its wise thing for the Town Hall to be open and expose Tisha and other people to it.  

I’m just throwing that out everyone’s thinking on that.  It’s getting worse, not getting better. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I agree. I was thinking about that myself.  Especially with Tisha 

there and people coming in.  People can mail their water bills in or do as I do and call in over the 

phone.  Even if Tisha comes in maybe once a week to accept phone call payments.  I don’t think we 

should be allowing people to come in on her like that. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Glenn has made a proposition that we may need to keep the office closed 

again.  Let me say that we have took many steps and precautions to be able to somewhat accommodate 

the people.  I know the office of Sandhills Telephone has closed temporarily because of alot of the 

positive testing for some of the personnel involved. We can continue to do what we are doing.  We can 

continue with the precautions of how people come in the office.  We have the glass protection, wear 

the masks and pay their bill then they can go back out immediately.  For that convenience, I don’t 

think we are going to have a lot of problems with the virus being passed on. There are certain areas 
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that people are going to everyday and they are not taking their precautions.  Now, with Alligator 

people at the office, are they completely closed, no one is at the office?   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Yes, that is correct.  But Alligators does have a drive-thru window 

that the town doesn’t.  I understand what you are saying, that people like to come in but South Carolina 

is back at the highest point with the highest point being 1500-1800 cases a day with South Carolina is 

at 3500 now.  I am just throwing it out there for comment but I agree we do have a glass up there and 

you are taking precautions. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:   Tisha, how are you feeling about this? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  Like he said I have been taking precautions, we do have a transfer of 

money in here which travels through a lot of hands. Just making sure that I am sanitizing.  We still do 

have some that use the drop box outside so I would hope more would continue to choose that so we 

can continue to stay safe in here and I’m doing the best I can with it.  

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Tisha, you don’t have many lingering in there?  They just come in and pay 

their bills and leave or are they lingering around? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk: No, not usually.  I think the most we have had that and we have tried to 

handle that the best we could was with the most recent court date because I am on that side too.  They 

cancelled face to face court.  So we not only have our town customers but we have people coming in 

from various other places paying tickets. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Are they wearing their masks? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  Yes, they are wearing masks 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: Do yall have sanitizer in there? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk: Yes, we do have sanitizer. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Are you taking a lot of water customers that pay by phone by email or draft 

accounts, etc? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  Yes, we do have a number of people that call in and pay by credit card.  

When we were closed before, they got accustomed to doing that.  It kept them from leaving their 

homes which was good for them as well.  

 

Mayor John Campolong: I do think you need to be there regardless if we close the doors or not to 

take those type of calls and emergency calls that come along. I think we need to leave that up to you 
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since you are the exposed person. If that gets out of control, then I think we need to take action.  In the 

meantime, I think we can go along like we are doing now.  Let me get feelings for the other council 

members. 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I say go with Tisha too. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: I think we have more hazards with court than anything else.  How 

many times a month are you having to have court? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk: They have cancelled face to face court, so there would be a court date like 

this past month with a large number of people coming in.  There are still people that come in 

throughout the week to pay their tickets early.  So we can have anywhere from 5-10 people come in to 

pay their ticket.  They are from out of town and can be coming from anywhere. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  We are having an increase in tickets as well. So there is an 

increase in traffic into the office? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  Yes sir, there has been an increase. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: Are they making provisions where they can pay online instead of 

coming in?  I am looking today that new cases in SC was 2500, seven day average is 2500.  It looks 

like a downward trend here showing for SC.  Its been as high near Christmas around 4500 cases a day 

so it seems we have peaked out in case.  I would say the biggest hazard would be court business and 

not necessarily town business.  So they cant pay the traffic ticket online? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  Yes, they are able to pay online but if they want to plead to a NMV or if 

the ticket has to be adjusted for any reason that they would have to come in or they can call. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr: If we ask the Sheriff if they pay it online, if they could give them 

a break, could we ask him to do that? Instead of them having to come in person and plead their case. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  I don’t know if that would work Kemp. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Kemp, the officer cant approve that. It cant go through the Judge or 

even the clerk, but the officer cant knock it down.   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  How about the sheriff?  Could he give them a break? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  No he wont get involved with that.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  So the only way they can get a break is to request it? 
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Council Member Beulah Bolton:  What kind of coverage do you have where you take money on the 

police side? 

 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk:  Yes, we have the same type glass coverage on the police side. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod: If we are on a downhill trend, we might be passed the worst of it.  

We can review it and if this continues to act up, we can decide maybe at the next meeting. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: We have to make it convenient for the people but if we take the 

precautions, wear the masks and pay their bill and go with the glass protection then that is all we can 

do.  Then its up to Tisha to sanitize before and after.  I think a lot of places are doing even more now.  

I’ve seen restaurants opening back up and even allowing people to come in for pick up. We do have 

the protection so I think we should continue on and see if we can ride this out a little further.  We 

certainly are going to extend the mask wearing ordinance until further notice.  Kemp, I want to update 

you on what happened.  We had our public hearing for Ordinance Chapter 17 Article II.  Are you 

aware of that or do you want Tisha to read it again?   

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  Yes I have a copy right here and I read it over and I think its okay. 

 

Motion to approve Second Reading of “Addition to Chapter 17, Utilities Article II”: Motion made 

by Mayor John Campolong 

 

Discussion: 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton: I thought we have done that already?   

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I don’t think we passed it Bea, I think we just did a reading.  I know Glenn 

wants to be left out of it but do have approval of Kemp, Bea, Charlie and myself?  If we don’t have any 

oppose then we have all those voting in favor of it. At this time I will ask the council to give any 

reports they like to have? 

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  I just have one thing.  I think this is for you Mayor Campolong.  I 

understand in the terms of the last election that the judge has not changed his mind on his results. I 

couldn’t understand what’s going on. I guess my question is to you Mayor Campolong and why we are 

not going ahead and seating these people who won the election? 

 

 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Bea, I think I will turn that question over to Martin.  Martin can you 

address that question.  
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Martin Driggers, Attorney:  Certainly, Bea after the motion in which the court confirmed its decision 

there is a period of time where the party who is not pleased with the decision can appeal it.  The 

historical precedence has been that they would not swear anyone in until all appeals have been 

exhausted.  I am not saying they are going to appeal but I think they have until February 21 to appeal, I 

think.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton:  Okay. Here we go again, such a waste of time. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  Glen, McLeod here.  I appreciate your cooperation up there on 

the post office.  Y’all did a good job yesterday.  I did talk to the bank about getting a lease for the town 

and I talked with Jay Lucas about how it would work with getting a lease with the bank for 10 years 

and getting that paid and he would meet with DOT that they took our parking and they should provide 

parking for our people at the post office.  I know DOT is on board tomorrow, they are on board to put 

some crush and run in the alleyway that the town owns.  I am going to meet with the bank for some 

business.  He’s supposed to talk with some higher ups at the bank. I proposed to him right now if 

someone got hurt in the parking lot it would be a law suit on the bank and not the town.  That would be 

a liability situation on the bank and they may go ahead and lease that to the town.  I think this is 

something that can be worked out. Glenn, you said R & D owns that, is that right? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  That is correct, Simpsonville.  I can get a phone number.  I didn’t 

get that the other day.  You  know the town owns a 10 ft strip I believe between the post office and the 

bank land.  We will look on GIS to see. Just from memory there was a 10ft strip that was given to the 

town by somebody. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: You are correct, but it wasnt given to the property that is owned along with 

the post office but you are right, 10 ft on each side but that is not take the place of a needed parking lot 

there that is needed that Kemp is talking about.  I appreciate it Kemp, it was something that is needed 

bad and when you leave the direction from the back of the post office you run into some holes.  Is it 

the DOT or the county that will bring in some crush and run? 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod:  The county, they are going to try and help us out.  The town owns 

the alleyway so it’s the Town’s responsibility to keep it up.  We are supposed to keep it up.  The 

county for them to dump any crush and run it has to be a public entity such as a town.  Until we get 

things a little more organized, they are going to help us out.  I did talk with Jay Lucas about it and he 

said he would meet with DOT and we are going to do a little more homework and check on the lease 

with the bank.  Glenn, over there next to you the side street next to the bank, the curve back to the post 

office, that is owned by the post office? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  From the bank to the curve is owned by R & D.  I don’t have any 

problem leasing from there to my buildings to the town if we can get it paved.  We can use my parking 

from the bank.  I don’t have any problem with that.  
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Council Member A. C McLeod Jr:  We might ask you to do that, with the bank giving up some and 

you giving up some.  One way or the other, I think there needs to be a street through there. If its paved 

there needs to be line and even a stop sign at the end of the alleyway.  If the state or the town paves it, 

we might need to have one there to keep the liability down by putting a stop sign there. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: Kemp, do you remember there is an exit that goes between my 

property and the old depot?  Do you remember when roads when over to Oak Ave, Oak Ave runs in 

front of my house and over to Sonny’s?  Im just thinking that should be paved also. 

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  I agree with you. I think we need to get DOT and Jay Lucas 

down here.  Mr. Conklin new council member, we need to invite him to a meeting.  We need to let him 

know what we need in here.  He needs to be invited to a town meeting if hes going to represent this 

area down here. Also, I hear Jay Lucas may not represent us again. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: Yes, I’ve heard that too just like ive heard that Rice is not going to 

represent us too.  Yow will be our guy.  Jay is so busy and Yow is good to work with.  We will invite 

Yow and Conklin here.  

 

Council Member A.C. McLeod Jr:  They are both republicans right.  We will see if they want to help 

the people out. Just wanted to thank everyone for their help with the tennis courts too. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We have installed shrubbery on both entrances of the complex as you 

come in and plated crape myrtle trees most along most of the walking trail. We were able to do that 

with a donation from Duke Energy specifically given to take care of that program.  You may not notice 

it now but give it a year and it will add a lot of beautification to our complex. 

 

Motion to Adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Glenn Odom.  All 

in Favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


